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The Society for the Experimental Analysis
of Behavior has published the third edition
of Behavior Analysis in Developmental Dis-
abilities, edited by Brian A. Iwata, Jon S.
Bailey, Nancy A. Neef, David P. Wacker,
Alan C. Repp, and Gerald L. Shook. Al-
though the Journal of Applied Behavior Anal-
ysis (JABA) publishes articles on the appli-
cation of principles of learning with a variety
of populations and in various settings, ap-
proximately half the articles pertain to per-
sons with developmental disabilities. The to-
tal number of articles published on this pop-
ulation since the inception of the journal in
1968 to 1995 was 568. This edition reprints
70 of those experimental reports and review
articles.

All 568 references, listed alphabetically
within the book’s 13 topical categories, have
been included at the end of the volume. The
categorized bibliography allows the interest-
ed reader to seek additional references, be-
yond the five complete articles typically in-
cluded for each topic. A service provider
who is faced with the task of developing a
behaviorally based leisure and recreation
program for a facility has 16 immediate ref-
erences that would aid in that endeavor. The
comprehensive bibliography also serves as a
useful tool when preparing the reference list
for a manuscript. Although an author may
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have in hand the original journals when
writing a manuscript, at a later date when
writing the reference list or checking its ac-
curacy, original sources may be difficult to
locate.

The editorial process of developing a lim-
ited collection of articles that define a sub-
domain of behavior analysis could be con-
ceived of as identifying a number of stim-
ulus classes and specific journal article
members of those classes that evoke a com-
mon response. The editors of this edition
undertook this process, as did their prede-
cessors for the first two editions. The de-
velopment of behavior analysis in develop-
mental disabilities from 1968 to 1995 can
be seen by examining the topics of the three
editions (Table 1). The current edition
maintains the continuity of past editions by
including the same topics, albeit with some
slightly altered labels. The third edition, as
its predecessors, leads with ‘‘General Issues
in Assessment and Intervention,’’ which
places behavior analysis in developmental
disabilities in the larger contextual home of
the discipline of behavior analysis. Included
is an often-cited article that defines applied
behavior analysis as well as important con-
ceptual articles on generalization and neg-
ative reinforcement. The topic also includes
the report of the Association for Behavior
Analysis task force on the right to effective
treatment and a literature review on teach-
ing persons with profound handicaps.

Some topic label modifications reflect
more contemporary terminology as well as
a more expansive domain (e.g., ‘‘Self-Care
and Daily Living Skills,’’ ‘‘Community
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Table 1
Behavior Analysis in Developmental Disabilities Topics Across Editions

Topics 1985 1988 1995

General Issues in Assessment and Intervention
Self-Help Skills
Language and Social Behavior
Vocational Skills
Community Survival Skills

X
X
X
X
X

X
X
X
X
X

X

X

Aggressive and Disruptive Behavior
Self-Injurious and Stereotyped Behavior
Behavioral Medicine Applications
Staff Training and Management
Reinforcer Identification and Effective Usage

X
X
X
X

X
X
X
X

X
Basic Learning Processes
Self-Care and Daily Living Skills
Language Acquisition and Communication
Leisure and Recreation
Academic Performance

X
X
X
X
X
X

Community Preparation
Health, Safety, and Biobehavioral Applications
Severe Behavior Disorders I: Assessment
Severe Behavior Disorders II: Treatment
Parent, Staff, and Teacher Training

X
X
X
X
X

Preparation’’). Although not identified in
the title, social behavior is included in the
‘‘Language Acquisition and Communica-
tion’’ topic. Communication, which occurs
in a social context, is now seen as a more
encompassing term than merely spoken lan-
guage. The current edition retains some of
the important articles published in earlier
editions and adds more recent articles as
well. Newer articles may include novel com-
ponents of independent variable packages
(e.g., choice making, peer training, self-
management, setting events, supported em-
ployment, videotape modeling) or new tar-
get behaviors (e.g., self-advocacy, checking
account skills).

In addition to these topic modifications,
there also are new or substantially new top-
ics in the third edition, including ‘‘Academ-
ic Performance,’’ ‘‘Health, Safety, and Bio-
medical Applications,’’ and ‘‘Leisure and
Recreation.’’ Parent and teacher training
have augmented the staff training topic
area. Although behavior analysis in a school
setting dates back to the early years of the

journal, recent expansions of the domain
with special populations include group
teaching procedures, self-monitoring of per-
formance, and classwide peer tutoring. In
addition, research has included instruction
of reading, spelling, and sight vocabulary.
Exciting new research in the health, safety,
and biomedical domains includes topics
such as assessing and treating food related
disorders and teaching persons with devel-
opmental disabilities first aid, fire safety,
and suctioning tracheostomies. This topic is
a substantial expansion over the former
‘‘Behavioral Medicine Applications’’ topic.
Articles on these new contributions have
been included in the third edition.

This edition also includes two novel areas
titled ‘‘Reinforcer Identification and Effec-
tive Usage’’ and ‘‘Basic Learning Processes.’’
Recent research on the former topic under-
scores not only the difficulty but also the
importance of establishing effective rein-
forcers for persons with developmental dis-
abilities. Articles also address how variables
such as establishing operations and various
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dimensions of reinforcement can affect per-
formance. The section on ‘‘Basic Learning
Processes’’ reflects the bridge between ex-
perimental and applied behavior analysis
and includes studies on errorless learning,
discrimination training, stimulus control,
generalized imitation and response class for-
mation, and stimulus equivalence.

Since publication of the second edition
of this volume, unarguably the topic that
has seen the greatest growth is the assess-
ment and treatment of severe behavior dis-
orders in people with developmental dis-
abilities. Since publication of the seminal
conceptual article on the motivation of self-
injurious behavior (Carr, 1977) and its
translation into assessment procedures (Iwa-
ta, Dorsey, Slifer, Bauman, & Richman,
1982/1994), there has been an exponential
growth of articles on the development of
procedures to assess problem behavior, de-
rive hypotheses regarding variables that
maintain problem behavior from the assess-
ment, and implement intervention proce-
dures based on those hypotheses.

Although that research might suggest a
Kuhnian (1962) paradigm shift, it is in fact
a rediscovery of lessons taught decades ago.
Skinner (1953) instructed us to engage in
behavioral detective work to determine the
variables that control behavior (i.e., we
should do a functional analysis). Unfortu-
nately, lessons instructed were not lessons
well learned, at least until the mid-1980s.
Prior to that time, selection of treatment
procedures for problem behavior relied on
a logical generalization from the research
literature to clinical situations. We hoped
that procedures in published research that
were effective with a given client, with a
given problem behavior, and in a given con-
text would also be effective with a different
client, with a different problem behavior, in
a different context. In general, powerful
punishment procedures were sought whose

effects were analogous to a broad-spectrum
antibiotic drug or insecticide.

For the past decade, our efforts have be-
come much more idiosyncratic and contex-
tual. As articles in the third edition dem-
onstrate, we now have an effective technol-
ogy to assess why single individuals emit
their specific problem behavior and how to
tailor treatments to those individuals. We
have known for decades that behavior, any
behavior, is acquired and maintained by re-
inforcement, both positive and negative.
Positive reinforcement may vary in quality
(e.g., social, tangible) as well as in other di-
mensions and may derive from sources that
are external to the individual or, arguably,
within the individual. Problem behavior
may also be negatively reinforced when the
individual escapes a task that requires con-
siderable physical work or effort, when the
response may not be in the individual’s rep-
ertoire or is limited, or when response con-
sequence dimensions may not be favorable.
Exemplary examples of research on these
topics are included in the third edition of
Behavior Analysis in Developmental Disabil-
ities.

The 70 articles in this volume define and
illustrate behavior analysis in developmental
disabilities with a mix of classic studies
from past decades and cutting-edge articles
that show more recent trends. This volume
should be within arm’s reach of every ser-
vice provider, researcher, administrator, pro-
fessor, and graduate student who has an in-
terest in behavior analysis for persons with
developmental disabilities because of its di-
rect relevance to their professional activities.
In addition, the book will be useful to be-
havior analysts who work with other pop-
ulations and settings because of the gener-
ality of the corpus of work. Many of the
articles included in this volume should have
utility for behavior analysts working with
children, the elderly, persons with head in-
jury, and psychiatric populations.
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